
November 29, 1954 

Mr. John E. Kimbex2-,President 
Simber FamGG"Y&c. 
Niles, California 

Dear Mr. IUmber: 

'hank you for your letter of the lst, relaUn& to the Kimber Amrd 
in Gemtics. I hops you wffl not consider my response presmqtuotas, but 
I am writing on the basis of your statement, closing your letter, thi3t 
you would be pleased to receive ether suggestions. 

First, I am sure that every geneticist will be most gratified by 
your generosity in establishing this award, and we must thank you for 
it. However, I must add that, mith the best of intentions, itrnay be 
doing &ml&s and the people who work in it a grave disservice. Sciehtfs~m 
are far too human in their frailties, and it will be difficult far anyone 
who might regard himself as a potentidt candidate to i&ore such a muni- 
ficent sulll as $l3,000 tax-free! I amsure that your in+xmtions are to 
reward unselfish service and devotion to scientific objectives and social 
benefits, but I fear that a tvpproduct will be conscious or unconscious 
competition for ths monetary reward. One of the zest disquieting f a&we5 
of the way in which the scientific professfoh is evolving these days is 
the increasing emphasis oh success in terms of large laboratories and 
zitckW.strative empires J science is, uhfortmately, getting to be less ax? 
less different from business for profit, aqd 1 aoulrE deplore aqy .mve 
that ,&ght encourage the tram2 further. 

There are a mmber of qays in which genetic research might be advamed 
by thoughtful altruism. I would say that research funds them&lves are 
becoming more hearly adeqgrate, as coqmred to 10 years ago, and xmld not 
suggest research grants. However, fimncial li&.t.ations have been very 
cramping on the fru:ilities for publication. A grant of $lC,OCC to the 
jourhal GE-CS for expansion of its present operations, or for settihg 
up a section for publication of timly reviews, would be om of the tima- 
liest a?d rewarding investments, and one for which there is rea2. need. 
If you are in&+e.ht on a mam of recognition of persoml achievmen%, I 
would only plead that you recmnsider the terms of its ad.ministration, 
foroexmple by reducing the award to a more nomiml figure (which would 
still attract public attention) of perhaps $1090 or9 at amxiimm, $X00. 
This might, or tight not, thea_ also allow for a mre freriueht bestowal, 
if this were desirable. 

Joshua Lederberg 

Professor of Genetics 


